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# **Create Your Pattern** The first step to working with an embroidery pattern is to create it. Designing your own is the best way to ensure that your pattern is a true representation of what you have in
mind. Follow these steps to create your pattern: **1.** Set the color of your background by clicking on **Colors**. (You can also use the X-Sizer tool to make the color paler or darker.) **2.** Create
a new canvas, set its size to be 5" (12.5 cm) wide × 8" (20.5 cm) tall, and start drawing, like this: **3.** Now click on **Fill** and select the color of your background from the color palette. Choose a
thin, light gray for a monotone embroidery. Click on **Raster** and select the type of fill you would like to use for the embroidery: **4.** You can choose from these three options: • **Solid** will
fill each area of the pattern with a single color. • **Interlace** will fill each area of the pattern with one of the three colors used to create the pattern. • **Tick** will fill each area with an assortment
of colors. (Note that ticked embroidery will be the easiest to create when you have a heavy pattern that is interlaced with a solid line. This can be useful if you plan to create the borders of your
embroidery first and then fill in the rest with interlaced designs.) **5.** In order to create the fabric designs, you must select and crop your pattern. Your selection tools include the Rectangular
Selection tool, which will allow you to select and crop your image, the Rectangular Selection tool with Transparency Selection option, which will allow you to make a transparent selection, and the
Rectangular Selection tool with Shadow option, which will allow you to create a soft-edged selection (also known as a gradient selection). **6.** To select and crop your image: **a.** Select your
image from the pattern, as shown in **Figure 4-8**. Press and hold CTRL (Windows) or CMD (Mac), and then click and drag to select the area you want to crop. (This is much
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